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BACKGROUND
• Used Omeka as an undergraduate for a project for a British Empire History 
course
• Currently use Omeka for a digital collection and exhibit of my great 
grandmother’s scrapbook photos
• Manage University of Minnesota, Morris’ Digital Collections and Digital Well
• Very familiar with metadata and digital collections
WHAT IS OMEKA?
• Open source
• Creating exhibits and digital 
collections
• Used by libraries, museums, 
archives, individuals, educators
• “Five-minute setup”
• Example: Lincoln & the West
Newberry Library. “Wanted: ‘Industrious Laborers.’” A. Lincoln at 200, 24 May, 2017, 
http://publications.newberry.org/lincoln/exhibits/show/thewest/freelabor/industrious
HOW TO CREATE AN OMEKA EXHIBIT: 
OMEKA.ORG VS. OMEKA.NET
OMEKA.ORG
• Requires server and FTP client
• Significantly more IT time/equipment 
needed
• More themes and plugins available
• More customization available
• No storage/file size limitations by Omeka
OMEKA.NET
• Hosted—no server/FTP client
• No IT support needed—create an 
account and you are ready to go
• Very limited themes and plugins
• Limited customization
• Storage/file size limits
HOW TO CREATE AN OMEKA EXHIBIT:
USING THE OMEKA DASHBOARD
“Dashboard.” Omeka.net 24 May 2017 http://salleescrapbooks.omeka.net/admin/
Omeka.net Dashboard
EXAMPLES
• http://projects.umwhistory.org/cwh/
• http://projects.umwhistory.org/jmp/
• http://njdigitalhistory.org/NJDHA/
• https://salleescrapbooks.omeka.net/
USING OMEKA IN THE CLASSROOM
• Copyright
• Metadata
• Clear instructions of expectations
• Content vs. Aesthetics
• How extensive of a project?
USING OMEKA IN THE CLASSROOM: SHORTFALLS
• Aesthetics
• http://hist787.cas.sc.edu/
• Students’ digital knowledge may not prepare them for using the tool to its 
potential
• http://hist787.cas.sc.edu/exhibits/show/methods-of-memory/medieval-
rememberings/manuscripts
• Technical support
RESOURCES
• http://omeka.org/codex/Teach_with_Omeka
• http://omeka.org/codex/How_Might_You_Use_Omeka
• http://omeka.org/codex/Documentation
• http://omeka.org/codex/Screencasts
• http://amandafrench.net/2013/11/12/introduction-to-omeka-lesson-plan/
QUESTIONS?
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